
LOUISIANA SWEET POTATO ADVERTISING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

July 9, 2019
DRAFT MINUTES
10:00 AM
Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry

Veterans’ Memorial Auditorium
5825 Florida Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70806
1) CALL TO ORDER

Interim Chairman Dr. Tara Smith called the meeting to order at 10:02 AM
2) ROLL CALL
Members Present


Members Absent 
Jason Ables 




Matt Garber
Brian Barham

Hunter Fife




Larry Fontenot







Venoy Kinnaird





Garry Jones






Todd O’Neal




Dr. Tara Smith
3) DECLARATION OF QUORUM
Melanie Tullier called roll and declared a quorum.
4) PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments.
5) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JANUARY 8, 2019 MEETING
A motion was made by Mr. Larry Fontenot to accept the minutes as presented.  It was seconded by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird and passed unanimously.
6) FINANCIAL REPORT


Mr. Rene Simon presented the financial report to the board. A motion was made by Mr. Larry Fontenot to accept the financial report as presented.  It was seconded by Mr. Brian Barham and passed unanimously.

7) DIRECTOR’S REPORT
· The US Sweet Potato Council’s annual meeting was helf in New Orlean and had a great turn out.

· Rene Simon had his semi-annual interview with The Packer.
· There have been several conference calls and meeting regarding the North Carolina nematode.

· Rene Simon will be traveling to Washington DC in July for the summer USSPC meetings.
8) REPORT FROM DIANE ALLEN AND ASSOCIATES 
Mrs. Nancy Steiner and staff updated the board on the current marketing strategies that Diane Allen and Associates have been working on for the Sweet Potato Commission. 
9) OTHER BUSINESS

a. Consideration of 2019-2020 Budget: 
A motion was made by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird to accept the budget and allow Rene Simon to develop a marketing plan with the advertising agency.  It was seconded by Brian Barham and passed unanimously.
b. Nomination of Members

A motion was made by Mr. Larry Fontenot to nominate Cindy Roy Vead, or James Deshotel as back up, to the Commission in the vacant Shipper position.  It was seconded by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Brian Barham to renominate Jason Ables to the Commission in a Grower position.  It was seconded by Mr. Larry Fontenot and passed unanimously.
c. LSU AgCenter Update

Dr. Tara Smith notified the Commission that Dr. Leonards will be retiring.  The Sweet Potato Field Day will be held August 22, 2019.  Sandy Steward, from North Carolina, plans to attend Field Day.
d. LDAF Horticulture/Quarantine Program Update

Seed sweet potatoes were received from North Carolina.  They did inspections prior to departure and LDAF inspected the paperword and the fields once received.  The quarantine was put into effect in October 2018 under emergency rules.
e. LDAF Sweet Potato Yield Adjustment – 2018 Crop Year

A motion was made by Mr. Larry Fontenot to adjust Clifton Allen’s yield to 70 bushel/acre.  It was seconded by Mr. Brian Barham and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird to adjust Garber Farms’ yield to 142 bushel/acre.  It was seconded by Mr. Jason Ables and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird to adjust Newton Produce’s yield to 100 bushels/acre.  It was seconded by Mr. Jason Ables and passed unanimously.
f. Consideration of Request for Proposals (RFP’s) for Advertising Agencies

A motion to recess was made by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird at 12:10 pm.  It was seconded by Mr. Brian Barham and passed unanimously.

A motion to return was made by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird at 12:46 pm.  It was seconded by Mr. Hunter Fife and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird to enter into executive session.  It was seconded by Mr. Brian Barham and passed unanimously.  

A motion was made by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird to return to regular session.  It was seconded by Mr. Jason Ables and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Mr. Todd O’Neal to have Diane Allen and Associates and The Graham Group to come before the commission with oral presentations.  It was seconded by Mr. Garry Jones and passed unanimously.
10) PUBLIC COMMENT No public comment.
11) ADJOURN
A motion was made by Mr. Brian Barham to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird and passed unanimously.   The meeting was adjourned at 2:41 pm.

